Amy Lunceford


Writing Minilesson: Choosing Good Writing Topics

Day 1

Connect:

Teacher shares, “As I walked around the room this morning glancing at your list of likes I am reminded of how different and unique each of us are! Some things that I like you may hate or vice versa! That’s the beauty of us being ourselves because no one can be better at being me than myself. Today, we are going to create a list of topics that each of us can write about and I think a great place to start would be our likes! 

Teach:

Teacher asks, “What do you think makes a good writing topic?” Teacher listens to student responses then responds with, “Well, did you know that writers write about topics that they care about and like? That may include things we wonder about or are curious of. But mostly, we write about things that are important or interesting to us.”

Teacher then begins to think aloud as she writes her topics (5) on the board:

“Okay so I am writing a few things that I might want to write about today. Let’s see, I like Boone and the beautiful weather we have here.  I guess I could write about my husband Luke because I love him! At the end of the day I like chocolate chip cookies with a glass of ice cold milk before I go to bed. I enjoy going on quiet walks and admire nature and the season’s changes! I also love my dog, Scout, she is a little brown beagle with a cute curly tail. Let’s see…Oh my goodness, I like Japanese food so much that I could eat it every day! Wow!  Check it out! I have already written down 6 topics that I like and could write about today!

Teacher writes these 6 topics on the board

Boone

Luke

Chocolate Chip Cookies with a glass of milk

Walks

Scout

Japanese Food 

Actively Involve

Teacher asks students: “I bet you can think of at least five topics to write about! Look back at your writing from this morning where you wrote down your “likes” because it may help you out a little. “
Write
Teacher says to students: “Alright students it’s time for you to go at it! I want you to when I say go, take your pencil, and paper to your very own personal writing space! You may choose to sit, lay or even stand wherever you prefer in the classroom while you write your list of topics. If you finish writing your topics and you want to begin writing about one of them feel free to do so! Alrighty, on your mark, get set, GO!” (
Share- 

Teacher brings class back together and students gather in writing circle where several students share their topics in the Author’s Chair. The students are told to bring their list of topics and pencil to the circle in case they are inspired by another student’s topic and want to write it down so they won’t forget. The teacher explains that the author’s chair is designed for the students to share their writing to the class. A few students are picked to share their topic list or even entries if they wrote one. The teacher praises and affirms students’ topic lists. Teacher points out what she notices about students’ lists and encourages students to continue to add to their own topic list because it will help them later on to find things to write about.
Link:

Teacher shares with students: “Alright, so today we created a list of topics that we might want to write about. We learned that writers often write about things they care about and like and find interesting. (Mention specific student examples.) When you all come in tomorrow, I’ll bet you will have PLENTY to write about. Be thinking about what you may want to write about, and if you feel like it, go ahead and give it a try tonight…

Each day in Writing Workshop you will be writing. Your topic list is a tool you may use to help you decide what you want to write about. It is important to keep your topic list handy because you never know when something may pop up that you want to write about and you do not want to forget about it!”

Day 2 Creating an entry from Writing Topic List

(I would hand out the Writer’s Notebooks this day and have them bring them to the circle for the minilesson for today)

Drafting an entry from my topic list, I choose Scout.

Connect to previous lesson by stating that Scout came from my topic list that I started yesterday. Scout is the best dog in the world and I just feel like writing about her today.

Teach

I will demonstrate this on the Smartboard or overhead projector in a web format about my dog, Scout. These are the sub-sections about Scout that I will write down and slowly think through about Scout implementing the 5 W’s and H. (Who, What, When, Where, Why and How)

Here is what I will write about Scout:

· She is the best dog in the world because of her cute snout and ears

· She has a curly tail

· She will be 5 years old on Oct 7th
· She loves to go on hikes, camping trips, bike rides, runs and walks with me

· She absolutely LOVES a tennis ball*

· She is a rootin’ little rascal

· She has a graham cracker brown coat that glistens in the sun

· She loves to chase squirrels, rabbits and chipmunks!

· Oh she caught a chipmunk just the other day and stood so proud as if she were on top of the world!

· Because of her curly tail when she is excited and wagging her tail her whole bottom waddles

· Scout loves to sleep cuddled in her comforter, she has her own twin size comforter beside our bed that she nestles in on top of her doggie pillow

· Scout does lots of cool tricks that I taught her*

· Scout can bark on command, lay down, roll over, shake both her hands, high five and even dance all for a treat!*

· Scout loves to mooch and I don’t like it when she does that

· Oh and I don’t like it when she gets on my bed because she gets hair on my pillow

· I also don’t like it when she eats q-tips that she finds in our bathroom trashcan, she must like earwax.

· Scout has a lot of nicknames, Scouter Wouter, Scootie, Scootie Patootie, Scoutie Woutie, Scoutie, Scoot Scootie and she loves them all! (
(I would like to note that I will not write verbatim everything listed above but rather state the extended part of the characteristics and write a word or two on the board. I will be thinking aloud throughout my entire bubble map of Scout.)

I continue saying “Wow, it looks like I have a lot to get started with.” I will then narrow my sub sections down to a few that I want to write about that maybe go together. I will literally cross out the subsections that I do not want to write about today and continue to choose the one’s that I do. I starred above which subsections that I want to write about today.

I start my first draft of Scout “Okay so I need a cool title for my entry on Scout because she is such a cool dog. What should my title be? Hmm…let’s see, what about Scout the Curly Tailed Dog? I don’t know if I like that one but I am going to stick with it for now and I can always come back and change it later. 





Scout the Curly Tailed Dog


I absolutely LOVE my dog, Scout because she loves me too. Scout loves to play fetch with her tennis ball. She listens to me when I tell her to “drop it” and she playfully lays down her tennis ball with <great> anticipation. (Re-read my draft so far, aloud, thinking about what else to say. Say, “Oh I want to add a word here, insert carrot and ‘great’ in front of anticipation and explain that that symbol means that I added a word there. Continue writing draft) Scout is a very smart dog. I taught her how to do a lot of tricks. When I ask Scout, “What do ya say?” She immediately barks with her cute beagle bark and she looks up at me for a treat. (Reread sentence and note that I capitalized she on accident and go back and mark it out and fix, continue) Her barking on command was the first trick I taught her. I then taught Scout to sit by forcing her bottom to sit down while saying sit and she quickly caught on and sat down without me making her! Scout then learned how to “hit the deck” where she lays day with her cute beagle ears plopped beside her front two paws. It took me a while to teach Scout to roll over but like I said, she is a smart pup, and she figured it out! 

Actively Engage 

“Well I have made a great start here and I know you want to write about one of your topics. When I say go I want you to go to your writing space and choose a topic to write about today and you can break it down in a bubble map like I did or simply write a list about characteristics of your topic. I want you to choose a small moment from your topic list to write about and then begin your very first entry in your Writer’s Notebooks!! How exciting!! Okay, on your mark, get so, GO!


After the students have written for a good thirty minutes I would bring them all to the Author’s Chair where some will share their entries and I will take note of who shared which days. I will then link mini lesson to their daily writing and entries.

